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New data on Li, F, S, V, Or, Mn, Co, Ni, Cu, Zn, Rb, Sr, 
Y, Zr, Cd, Ba, Hg, Tl, Pb, Bi and the major elements in 11 
South African kimberlites (sampled during the first Kimber¬ 
lite Conference) will be presented. With the exception of the 
alkali elements and sulfur their concentrations are rather 
close to their arithmetic means (x). Most values of 26 elements 
range from x/2 to 2 x only. The composition of olivine, ser¬ 
pentine, pyroxenes, phlogopite, perovskite, spinel, magnetite 
and Fe-Ni-Cu-S ores from selected kimberlites has been in¬ 
vestigated by microprobe. In this study perovskite occurs as 
a major host of the REE in kimberlite. Native copper has been 
observed in a sample from the Be Beers mine. 

Additional data on 60 elements in bulk kimberlites have been 
compiled from the literature. The averages computed for 44 
elements are based on more than 40 values each. The element 
averages for geographic subgroups scatter about the total 
average in a range which is specific for certain elements. 
These ranges generally increase with the rate in which a certain 
element is accumulated in kimberlites relative to ultramafic 
rocks. Good correlations between the following elements have 
been observed in kimberlites: Cr-Ni-Co, K-Rb. But expected 
correlations between Pb-Tl-K and Na-K are apparently not 
existent. The detailed chemical information has been published 
by MURAMATSU (1977). 

Analytical data for the same group of elements in olivine 
nephelinites, alkali olivine basalts, tholeiitic basalts and 
ultramafic rocks have been compiled and evaluated by WEDEPOHL 
(1975 and unpublished; major source: Handbook of Geochemistry). 

The number of values on element concentrations in basaltic 
rock types used for averages is comparable to that in kimber¬ 
lites. Less chemical information is available on ultramafic 
rocks and nephelinites. It has to be kept in mind that some 
ultramafics, used for this compilation, are residual material 
from partial melting. 

Magmas of kimberlites, nephelinites and basalts are thought 
to be melting products of mantle rocks. Therefore, they are 
to be compared chemically with ultramafics from the upper 
mantle. Ratios of element concentrations in the 4 magmatic 
rock types to those in ultramafic rocks, indicating accumulat¬ 
ions or depletions from mantle materials, are plotted in 
Fig. 1. There exists a surprisingly similar behavior of large 
groups of elements in the 4 magma series shown in this diagram. 
The specific difference between the 4 series is the degree of 
element accumulations relative to ultramafics. 

Elements like Or, Ni, Mg, Co are incorporated in the resi¬ 
dual ultramafic material, increasingly from kimberlites to 
tholeiites. Mn, Fe, Sc must have distribution coefficients 
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between the total of mantle minerals and the four melts which 
are close to one. A1 and Ga have a tendency towards the resi¬ 
dual minerals garnet and orthopyroxene and are low in kimber¬ 
lites exclusively. The so-called incompatible elements Th, U, 
light REE, Nb, Ta etc. are almost consistently increasing 
from tholeiites to kimberlites. The heavy alkalies, alkaline 
earths, Pb, T1 and Li follow this tendency but in a less pro¬ 
nounced way. Prom these regularities it can be concluded that 
the rocks have been formed from magmas which represent in¬ 
creasing fractions of partially melted mantle rocks. In this 
case, tholeiitic basalt has been formed from the relative 
largest and kimberlite from the smallest fraction of partial 
melt; the other rock types are intermediate. 

Melting experiments of olivine melilitite under high CO2 
and H2O pressure (30 kb) have demonstrated the persistence of 
garnet and orthopyroxene as near-liquidus phases at increasing 
CO2-H2O proportions (BREY and GREEN, 1977). They indicate an 
increasing contribution of olivine and clinopyroxene from 
mantle rocks to partial melts under these specific vapor 
pressures. The specific accumulation of Ni and Co and deplet¬ 
ion of Al, Ga and heavy REE in kimberlites relative to basalts 
can be explained by the increased melting of olivine and loss 
of garnet and orthopyroxene to the residual mantle respective¬ 
ly. Sodium could have been lost from kimberlitic magmas to 
country rocks by means of CO2 vapor transport (fenitization). 

The degree of element accumulation in magmas relative to 
mantle rocks seems to depend on the deviations of their ionic 
size from that of the host ions in mantle minerals. 

A constant increase of the heavy sulfur isotope and of the 
Ee^’^/Ee^"^ ratio can be observed in the 4 rock groups from 
tholeiitic basalts - 0.3%o; Ee203/Ee0 = 0.32) to kimber¬ 
lites -i-4.6^o; Ee203/EeO = 1.3). It must be due to an 
increase of the oxygen fugacity in this sequence. Eor 
values of basalts see SCHNEIDER (1970). 
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